[Transforming growth factor-beta. An interesting candidate for clinical use].
Transforming growth factor-beta (TGF-beta) is the prototype of a large family of growth regulatory factors affecting the growth and differentiation of many cell types. Their action is mediated by complex formation of type I and type II receptors, both of which are serine/threonine kinases. TGF-beta inhibitors inhibit the growth of most cell types are potent immunosuppressive agents. They also stimulate the formation of connective tissue, thus promoting wound healing. TGF-beta and TGF-beta antagonists may have potential clinical uses in the treatment of various disorders.